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Butterflies in flight across warm 
wood paneling greet visitors to the 
Karl R. Potach Pediatric Clinic on 
the Austin campus of Mayo Clinic 
Health System - Albert Lea and 
Austin in Austin, Minnesota. From 
the locally crafted animal art, to the 
240-gallon fish tank, to videos of 
animals from the Minnesota Zoo, 
the entire clinic space is designed to 
soothe and engage children with the 
same things that helped Karl Potach  
during his battle with Wilms, a rare 
pediatric cancer. Karl passed away 
in 1997 before his fifth birthday; in 
April 2014, his family, friends and 
the community celebrated the open 
house of a new pediatric clinic, 
named in his memory. 

Every good open house needs 
an eye-catching centerpiece, so 
Brenda Potach, Karl’s mother, and 
Mary Anne Wolesky, Development 
Director, asked Vicki Tremble, owner 
of the Hardy Geranium, how they 
could design something unique 
for the event. “We talked about 
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how much Karl loved LEGOS®; I 
thought maybe we’d throw some 
LEGOS® in with the flowers,” says 
Brenda. “Vicki suggested we make 
the vase out of LEGOS®. I had no 
idea that her son was a talented 
artist who worked in LEGOS®. He 
made it so much more special than 
we could have imagined.”

Joshua Godfredson is an artist 
and entertainer known to some 
as “Minnesota Jack Sparrow” 
for his pirate costumes and 
performances that delight kids 
of all ages. Like Karl, Josh loved 
LEGOS® as a little boy and still 
does. “I’m a little bit of a fanatic,” 
he says about the blocks. He built 
the vase and incorporated some 
of Karl’s favorites: Tonka Trucks®, 
LEGOS® and butterflies. The final 
sculpture included parts he special 
ordered from Germany. He also 
incorporated Karl’s initials in the 
wings of a butterfly.

Mark Ciota, M.D., CEO of Mayo 
Clinic Health System - Albert Lea 
and Austin, and his wife Alison, 
saw the vase during the open 
house and were immediately 
intrigued. “I knew right away we 
needed a way for kids to get up 
close to the sculpture, to make it 
a permanent part of the clinic,” 
says Dr. Ciota. He and Alison 
commissioned a permanent casing 

for the sculpture centerpiece 
as part of their donation to the 
clinic. “The kids go right to it,” 
says Mary Anne Wolesky. “We 
also have Karl’s story framed in 
LEGOS® in the clinic. The entire 
space is a reflection of things he 
loved and how much he was 
loved.”

And those who love Karl see 
the LEGOS® sculpture as another 
way to keep his memory alive. “It 
just adds another piece of Karl, of 
something he enjoyed so much, to 
the clinic,” says Brenda. “The vase 
tells us a little bit about who he 
was, which was an adventurous, 
courageous, beautiful little boy.” 
During his treatment, friends gave 
Karl a jar with two cocoons inside. 
He watched them transform and 
take flight. One day he told his 
grandma Karen that the next day 
was going to be sunny and he was 
going to be a butterfly. The next 
day he passed away, emerging 
from the cocoon of his cancer to 
become beautiful and whole again. 

Karl’s legacy continues 
to transform lives through 
his family’s leadership gift 
establishing the Karl R. Potach 
Pediatric Clinic and through the 
clinic’s amenities that delight 
patients every day.•


