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When Dr. William J. Mayo envisioned the future of Mayo Clinic in 1931, he said, “I look 

through a half-opened door into the future, full of interest, intriguing beyond my power to 

describe.” He and his brother had a vision for Mayo that cultivated us from our roots in 

frontier medicine to a multi-site medical organization serving one million patients 
annually. For the last 15 years we have sought to become a premier academic medical 

center. Because of our excellent staff and benefactors, we realized that goal. Our new 

vision seeks to open fully that door Dr. Will described, to carry the candle of medical 

science into the future he once only imagined. 
 

Our new vision acknowledges that the spirit of Mayo Clinic is not rooted in a particular 

place but in patients’ experiences of Mayo. This vision focuses on providing our patients 

an unparalleled experience as their most trusted health care partner. We call this 
experience “The Mayo Effect.” To bring the Mayo Effect to more patients in new ways, 

we’re focused on: 

- providing solutions and hope 

- ensuring that Mayo is trusted and affordable 
- generating and integrating knowledge and information 

- transforming health care delivery 

 

Benefactor support and a strong financial performance help us reach this vision as a not-
for-profit organization. We recently received the largest outright gift in Mayo’s history. 

Richard O. Jacobson, an Iowa philanthropist and Mayo patient, donated $100 million to 

establish the Mayo Clinic Proton Beam Therapy Program, which represents the latest 

advances in cancer treatment. This and other generous gifts demonstrate a profound trust 
in Mayo, a trust that we cherish. 

 

We are cognizant of protecting and honoring our patients’ trust in us as we respond to the 

current consolidation movement across health care organizations. While others quickly 
consolidate to address uncertainties in health care reform and reimbursements, at Mayo, 

we know from experience that integration better meets patient needs. We are focused on 

further developing our integrated model of practice, education and research, as well as a 

range of external affiliations and relationships, to give more patients seamless access to 
our care.  

 

Our new vision to enhance our unparalleled, integrated health care experience, coupled 

with our commitment to reinvest financially in our practice, research and education, 
makes now the time to push open the door to the future. Now is the time to provide 

pictures of hope not just at our clinics and hospitals, but in patients’ homes, by 

connections with affiliated practitioners, or through our online Mayo Clinic experience. 

Now is the time to ensure that the Mayo Effect ripples out to all those seeking a picture of 
hope and healing in their lives. 

 


